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Chapter 11 deals with the “recent past,” examining the many changes that have taken 
place since 1950. From improvements in transportation to dramatic transformations 
in the kinds of work people do, these changes challenged everything from the way we 
live to what we believe. These changes also affected the way we looked at ourselves and 
how we thought about the future.  

Activity 11.1  Indian Spearfishing

Overview

In this activity students deal with the contrast between the legal claims of the 
Ojibwe people and their claim to off-reservation treaty rights and the counter-
claims of those who oppose them. (Note: Historical documents refer to the tribe 
as “Chippewa,” but members of the tribe also are known as “Ojibwe.”) Based on 
the information provided in this activity, students will become familiar with both 
points of view and will also learn how to articulate reasons why Indian rights 
must be respected. You may wish to supervise the entire activity, let students do 
it on their own, or do part of the activity with students before letting them work 
independently.

Management

	 Materials 
�Student Activity 11.1 (Teacher Pages 1–2; Student Pages 1–3)• 

	 Grouping
Whole class• 
Small groups • 
Individual, supervised or unsupervised• 

Activity 11.2 � Aldo Leopold Nature Writing Journal
Overview

Phenology is the study of the response of living organisms to seasonal and climatic 
changes. Learning about phenology encourages students to note their observations 
of the way plants and/or animals respond to changes in the climate or the season. 
In this activity students create and maintain a journal of observations. This allows 
students to actively and easily compare their own observations with those of other 
students. (Note: The Aldo Leopold Nature Center has created a web site that can 
accommodate your students; this activity reproduces some pages from that site and 
also provides you with the way to access it.)
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Management

	 Materials 
Student Activity 11.2 (Teacher Page 1; Student Pages 1–3)• 
Crayons, colored pencils, or colored markers• 

	 Grouping 
Small group• 
Individual, supervised or unsupervised• 
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Teacher Materials
Preparation/Organization To do the activity, you will need one copy of Student 
Pages 1–3 to use as transparencies as well as one copy for each student or group, 
depending upon the classroom organization you choose. 

Procedure
1. � After reading and discussing, “Struggles and Protests for Equal Rights,” on pages 

214–215 of Wisconsin: Our State, Our Story, ask students to look again at the 
two political buttons on the right side of page 214. Remind students that these 
buttons portray the two sides of the Indian Treaty Rights issues that arose during 
the 1980s and 1990s. Then display a transparency of Student Page 1 (“Ojibwe 
Spearfishing Information”) and distribute it to students. Read the text aloud and 
discuss the importance of fishing to the people of Wisconsin. For example: How 
does fishing help people? What makes treaty rights an issue of social justice? 
Which Chapter 11 TLH questions address this issue?

2. � Explain that some people believe that spearfishing gives the Ojibwe people 
unfair advantages over others who enjoy sportfishing. Explain that controversies 
about this issue reached a head in the late 1980s and 1990s, bringing violence 
against the Ojibwe people. Eventually it directly led to legislation that mandates 
the teaching of treaty rights in Wisconsin schools. Display a transparency of 
Student Page 2 (“Comparing Sportfishing and Spearfishing for Muskie and 
Walleye”) and hand out copies to students. Read through the information 
as a class. Guide students in further discussing the issues surrounding the 
spearfishing controversy.

3. � Finally, display and hand out copies of Student Page 3 (“Understanding Fishing 
Rights”). Have students read it, paying special attention to the reasons why some 
people do not support Ojibwe spearfishing. Discuss those reasons with students. 
Ask students to think about the issue from both points of view and to articulate 
the controversy in their own words. Students should be able to tell why some 
people agree or disagree with Indian spearfishing rights.

Activity 11.1:  Indian Spearfishing
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4. � Direct students’ attention to the bottom of Student Page 3. Allow them time to 
write in their own words why the Ojibwe people have the right to spearfish. You 
may choose to have students revise and rewrite final copies of their statements.

5. � Ask student volunteers to share their written responses. Discuss both sides of the 
issue. Be sure that students understand that the treaties signed over one hundred 
years ago protect the rights of Native Americans to spearfish.

Answers
Paragraphs will vary in content and sophistication, but students should 
demonstrate a basic recognition of how people—and their government—are bound 
by treaty agreements, even when those include rights and privileges that might be 
unpopular with some elements of the community at large.
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Activity 11.1  Ojibwe Spearfishing Information
Over one hundred years ago, treaties were made between the United 

States and Native people, such as the Ojibwe tribe. The treaties of 1837 and 
1842 with the Ojibwe people ceded about one-third of the land in northern 
Wisconsin to the United States government. The Ojibwe people ceded the 
land, but they did not cede the rights to use the land. In exchange for the land 
they gave up, these two treaties guaranteed that the Ojibwe people (those who 
live in Minnesota and Wisconsin today) could hunt, fish, gather, harvest rice, 
and tap maple trees on the ceded lands. The treaties also allowed the Native 
tribes to continue spearfishing in the lakes and rivers within that land.

Spearfishing has been a method of fishing for Native people for centuries. 
Native Americans spearfish throughout the year, but the seasons of spring 
and winter are special times for spearfishing. Spring is the official spearfishing 
season set by the Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission 
(GLIFWC). The Ojibwe people learned that they could catch more fish during 
the season when the fish spawned (laid eggs). In early spring, sturgeon and 
other smaller fish—such as bass, walleye, and pike—spawn close to shore. 
Ojibwe people fish from boats at night, using some form of bright light to 
locate the spawning fish. The reflection of the light in the eyes of the fish, 
especially walleye, is very bright and makes them much more visible.

During the winter, like many non-Indians, the Ojibwe ice fish. To lure 
(loowr) or attract the fish, some people still make a small wooden artificial 
(ar tih fish ul, fake) model or decoy that looks like a local bait fish. After 
drilling a hole in the ice and pitching a dark tent over it, the fisher ties the 
decoy to the end of a string and lowers it into the water. Now the fisher has to 
wait patiently, ready to spear the first large fish.

The Ojibwe are careful not to overfish the lakes. They want to be able to 
keep fishing there, and they want their children and their children’s children 
to be able to fish there as well. Spearfishers still have to follow strict rules 
about the way they spearfish and how many fish they catch. Even though 
spearfishing is a good method of fishing, people who fish with rods and reels 
actually catch more fish each year.

In 1983 a court decided that Indians could spearfish on the lands they 
had given away in the treaties. It was good news for the Indian people. 
However, it made many non-Indian people upset. They thought that 
spearfishing would allow the Ojibwe to take all the fish in the lakes, leaving 
little for the non-Indians who want to fish. Some people were so angry that 
they acted violently against the Ojibwe people.

Name  Date 
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Name  Date 
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Spearing resumed in 1985

Adapted from: Ronald N. Satz. Chippewa Treaty Rights (Madison: Wisconsin Academy of Science, Arts, and Letters, 1991),
Figure 39, p. 114; Figure 40, p. 115.
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Understanding Fishing Rights

Some non-Indians do not support Indian spearfishing because:

Some believe that spearfishing may be more efficient than fishing with a rod and reel.• 

�Some fear that the Ojibwe people may be able to catch too many fish and leave none • 
for others.

�Some believe that the treaties were made so long ago that they no longer have the • 
same meaning in today’s world.

�There is a limit on the number of fish that non-Native people can catch (called a “bag • 
limit”) on the lakes in the ceded territories.

�The Ojibwe Nation has very strict laws about spearfishing. Non-Native fishermen also • 
have strict laws to follow, but not the same ones. Some people resent (re zent, don’t 
like) the fact that there are different laws for fishing in Wisconsin for different people.

Write a paragraph in your own words that explains why the Ojibwe people in Wisconsin have 
the right to spearfish on the state’s northern lakes. Base your answers on what you have read 
in Chapter 11 and on these Student Pages.

Name  Date 
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Teacher Materials
Preparation/Organization For this activity, you will need copies of Student Pages 1–3 
for each student or small group. If students wish to continue their journals, make 
extra photocopies of both the data page and the sketch page. You can organize the 
activity for either individual students or small groups. The amount of supervision 
needed will depend upon the students themselves and how well they manage the 
activity. For best results, you might begin by supervising the students and then 
gradually withdraw your management and let them work on their own.

Procedure
1. � Briefly acquaint students with the life and influence of Aldo Leopold, using the 

link to the Aldo Leopold Nature Center web site to provide facts, illustrations, 
and conversation points. (See http://www.naturenet.com/alnc/leopoldlinks.htm 
to learn more about Aldo Leopold’s life and work; see the Earth Alive web site 
at http://www.naturenet.com/earthalive/nnhome.asp for more information about 
phenology.)

2. � Talk with students about possible subjects for phenology journals. Remind 
students that they can observe places, creatures, or even weather phenomena. 
Emphasize that it is important to pay careful attention to what students see, 
hear, touch, and smell. Also emphasize that students need to record their 
observations with care, not leaving out anything important, not adding details 
that they don’t really observe, and using accurate words and phrases to describe 
their observations. 

3. � When students have selected their observation subjects, distribute copies of the 
student pages. Discuss the cover page (Student Page 1) and direct students as 
they write in their names and school. Then discuss the items on the next two 
sheets, helping students understand what is asked for on each line of Student 
Page 2. Point out the box on Student Page 3, explaining that this is where they 
are to sketch their observations. Then have students complete the pages. 

4. � After students complete their pages and have made their sketches, students can 
compare and contrast their observations with those of others.

Answers
Answers will vary. Check to make sure that students are thorough in recording their 
observations and that they have accurately recorded the details.

Activity 11.2:  Aldo Leopold Nature  
Writing Journal 
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Name  Date 

My Nature Observations

“Keeping records enhances the pleasures of the search and also the change of 
finding meaning in these events.”

	 –Aldo Leopold

Name: 

School: 
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Date: 

Temperature: ºF ºC

Weather: 
	 (Sunny, cloudy, partly cloudy, etc.)

Observations: 

Today I saw 

Today I heard 

Today I touched 

Today I smelled 

Compare your observations with those of other students at  
www.naturenet.com/alnc.

Name  Date 
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Sketch your observations here.

Name  Date 




