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ﬁﬁmfﬁgﬁ%g sailed WM by force of arms from without, but we shall be rec-
reant toc the trust commitied to us, if we do nct guard it as jeal;
ously from those wiithin who would pervert its prineciples, ﬁ@lute
or volson its fountsin.

The basie crineciple of this government is the will of the

neople. A system was devised by 1ts iounders whloh mnemad to im—l:

surc the means of ascertalnir t%at Will ana of wnakfinr it in

,f}", wz‘*‘““é el é'ﬁ ¢"2%M’"‘M“ j i&i ré‘“‘«' &
&N“ g'_f &

Love. This was 10 be ancornllakbd by Flectin men to make, and men

wg, g,

to axecute;laws, who, would represent In the laws =0 made and exe-

euted, the will of ihe peorle. This was the estavlistment of a

- representatlve govermment, where every man had equal voige, equal

rights and equal responsibilities.

Have we such a govgynment'tod&y? Or is this country fa%t_;
ecoming to be dominated bffforces that threaten the true prinéip?@g\
of repre sentative gove“nm@ 17 | &

I have no desire to stif yoﬁr passions or invoke an unfair

Judgment, Pui we owe it to the living as well as to the dead to

make honest answers to these qu;ofions.

Speech;The DangerThreatenindRepresentativ&overnment,'Mineral Point,
1897 .RobertM. La FollettePaners.StateHistorical Societvof Wisconsin

Every ithinking man must have been impressed with the uneet-,
tied restloss condition ef the rublie mind so merked for the last
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7 ‘sixty thousand, firgt into one political colwmn and then into
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few years. The éry of the discontented has sounded in the lénd
again énd again,--now almost dyiné away, now swelling in volume,--
until men who consider beyond self and the hour, are asking: *Is
there not som&‘seri&us Gause‘for';t a11i?" It is nOtgpenfined o

the rabble swayed by the flery hé;angue of the demagogue. It has;,ﬁt
enlisted the thought of thougé%ég of honest men in avery state;bé7_

the Unicn. 1In search for something better yvou have seen this

restless mass, this unsetiled balance, swing states by thrity te

“seen the people éhange the political poliéyfcf“
o

thelr national administration four times in the last twelve years,

another; you have

the national house of re&reééntatives ehange its politiesl come

plexion with almost each recurring election.

What is 1t then that is swelling the ranks of the dissatis- |

s S e B

. R ‘ J/ X
Tied? 1Is 1t not a growing conviction in state after state, that

we are fast being dominated by forces that thwart the will of the

peoprle and menace representative government?

P

since the birth of this Republie, indeed almost within th

generation, a new and powerful factor has taken its place in our
business, financial and rolitiecal world and: is there exercising a e
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tremendous influence

The existence of the aornoratlon, as we have 1t with us today,

was never dreamed of by the fathers. Until Lne more recent legis—

T

lation, of which it 1s the product, the corporation was regarded

§ as a opurely public ingti%ﬁtion. The corvoration of today has in-

§ vaded every department of business ang its powerful but invisible

i , : P

I hand is felt in almost all the activities of life. From the ?cga
’ - trol of great mamifaciuring plants to the running of bargaiﬂﬁﬁ‘

‘counters, from the operaticn of rallways to the consuct of cheese

faetories, and from the managemcnt of each of these singly to the

consclidation of many’inio one of gigantic provortions,--the eor

poration has practically acquirﬁd dominioen o?&r’tha bﬁ?iness
world. The effect of this change upon the Amefican,people is ra§= :
lealand rapid. The individual is fast dlqaouea“ing as a businé?s
factor and in his stead i=s this new device, the modern corporatich.

I repeat, the influence of this change upor characler ecannot be

overestimated. The business man at one tlme gave his individualit y

stamped his mental and moral cnﬂract risties upon the business he

conducted. He Lhoughﬁ &3 mich of bequeathing his business resuta-

tion to his son, as he dld of bequeathinc tne vusiness upon Whluh'

1897. Robert M. La Follette Papers. State Historical Society of Wisconsi

. Speech, "The Danger Threatening Representative Government," Mineral
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thaﬁ‘r rutation had been so awpplv impresssd,  This, made high
moral attributes a positive essential in dbusiness life, and marked

siness characler everywhere,

{
§
%
%
%
b3
%
¥
%
i
‘1

Todzy the business once traﬁsant@d by individuals
: (’T@{»’Mi
in every commnity is i Lhﬁﬂggamm af corworations, and many of

the men who onsce consucted an imdependent business are gathered
into the organization, ansd all personal identity, snd all indivig-

- uality lost. ¥ach man has become a mere cog in one of the wheels

of 2 comvlicated mechanism. It is the business of the corporation

to get money. It exacts but one thing of its employes: Obedience

T —

to orders. It eares not about thelr reiations to the communlty,

the ehurch, socieﬁy,’or the family. It wanis full hours ana
faithful service, and when they die, wear oult or are discharged,
it quickly replaces thum.bi h new mat@rwal The corporation is a
machine for making money, but hhhhh 1t reduces mnen to the insignificance
of mere mmerical figures, as certainly as the private ranks of
the regulsr armiy.

In the Tield of business competition many of the great cor-

porations attack without princirple and sooner or later fly the

black flag for all competitors. This results logieally from the fff

1897. Robert M. La Follette Papers. State Historical Society of Wisconsi

Speech, "The Danger Threatening Representative Government," Mineral
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Speech, "The Danger Threatening Representative Government," Mineral

I do not wish to be misunderstood. The corporation, honestly
operated ;n the funeticn of a publiec servant and in eceritain lines
as 2 business instrumentaliiy pﬁrely, has an unlimited field of
orportunity and usefulness in this ecountry, Asva rublic servant,
as a business instrumentality, the corporation is everywhﬁre,-—
before the courts, in ithe legislature and at the bar of publie
opinion, entitled to the same measure of consideration, the same
even-handed justice as the individual., I have the same contempt
for the demagogue who assalls a corporation solely because it is
a corporation, that I have Tor the ready tool, who surrenders his

conscilence in its dishonest service.

When, howewar, a corroration is used as a &
erookéd dealing, as an Incubalor of schemes, as a shifty, irre-
sposible competitor in private business, as a cover for combina=

tion in‘destruqﬁign‘q competition and restraint of trade, and as -

i

_a pernicious political factor in the state and nation, it is to

be deprecfated ana ought to be destroyed,
I am well aware that the combining of capital admiis of oper—

ations upon a vast scale ang may cheapen production in the long

run, but we may pay too dearly even for cheap things, and we can-
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g%ﬁgt afford texexchange‘our independence, for anvihing on earth.

These corporations, not Qentent with teking royal tribute ‘
dally from the private citizén, shift upon him the éhief support
of the govermment. The same disregard of the rights of others,
and of all obligations to the sate is shown in a determined re-
sistence to bearing‘a Just snare of the bﬁrdens of taxation,

Corporations exacting large sums from the peovle of this
state 1n’prpfits, upoﬁ business transacted within its limits,
either wholly escape taxation, or pay insignificantly in compari-
son with the average cltizen of Wisconsin,

Last year,

The Pullman Palace Car Company paid----—----- $552.66

¥  VWagner i " » ¥ e 746 .48
"ooC.M. &’LakeGShore Tel. CO. " —--=eeueeu232,00
v Western ﬁnion | ? ; A" ———————— }QOQ0.0S
# American Expréss Copany " --—~—+-—--Nothing
*  United States " [ »

These are but few examrples. They serve howsver, to illustrate

and illumihate the subjeet under discussion., Owning two~thirds

of the personal property of the country, evading the payment of
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taxes wherever possible, ithe ccrpqrations throw almost the whole
burdeﬁ upon land, upon the little homes, and the personal properly
of the farms. This is a most serious matter, esvecially in the
pinching times the veorle have suffered for the last few vears,
¥hile this is ooming to bg somewhat understood yet a rigid in-
vestigation of this whole subjeet of the evaéion of taxation by
corvorations and the pessessors of great wealth in every state,
would awaken the just'wrath of the people and inampurate a reform

that might reach even the machine made legislatures of the day.

'nl

1897. Robert M. La Follette Papers. State Historical Society of Wisconsi

Anong tﬁe older states, if these delinquents could be made
to ﬁncovar their property for assessment, the personal property
taxed would greatly exceed the real estate, ‘But thoﬁgh the eﬁ—‘
istence of laws enacted fbr their benefit and to allow evasion,
the personal proverty returned by the assééscr'inywaw York is
but _y_aigof the amount of real z#roperty reiturnsed. New Jersey bpt
17% Massachusebts but.gggé Pennsylﬁania builg&&? Tilinois vut

& - aes \fff
17 ,E,’, and Wisconsin ot 24,

The comptroller of the Staite of New York gives the total.
value of the taxable Eersonalvpropefty in that state as more than

twice the value of the real proverty and yet the amournit assessesd

Speech, "The Danger Threatening Representative Government," Mineral

is but 127% of the amount of the realiy assessed. Some idea of
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all human feeling except the passion to get and the passion to‘
keep.
"The spolil of the poor is in your houses: what mean ve that
"ye erush my veople, and grind the face of the poor? saith 7
wthe Lord.®
God , how patient are Thy poor! These corporations and
masters of nanipulation in finance hesping up~gz§h4§§ fortunes
by a system of legalized extorﬁion, and then exacting from the
eontrivutors,—-—-to whom é 2ittle means so much,--a double share to
guard the treasufel
This violation of law by the organizations of weath and
pkwer and individu=l owners of fortune is vut the sowing of the
- wind fpom whieh we must ultimately reap the whirl-wind. This wide
soread perjary to a&oid a just payment of taxes, prompted by the
vic@‘of greed is fraught with great danger to the Republiec.
rJustice travels sometimes with 1eaden foot but she strikes
- with iron hand.*
with wrongs begetting wrongs, uniil the wicken brood 3tings
into desporation the millions now Onlyvdiscontented, is i¢ not to

" be feared that they will strike back and strike hard?
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by reference to the reascnablenesg éf the contraet on which they
rest, their effect uvon the publle iﬁterest oréthe iﬁ%eﬁesﬁ of
those engaged in them, as shall place itwithin the power of the
law and the courts to deal more effectively with those which are
mischievous in their nature and tendeanjthan has been found
possible hitherto.n

oo multifarious have become corporate affalrs, S0 many col-
cess ions and privileges have been aceorded them vy leglslatlion,——
so many more are sought by further legilslation,--that thelr spec-
ia1ly retained representatives are either elected to office,
direetly in their interests, or maintained in pernetual lobby to

i}{ﬁ“fw
e corpor atlion de-

serve them. Henee it is that the
Oém? waiﬁt”é Bd ot £
not 1imita%%to the legitimate conduct of its business, Human

nature ‘is everywhmre selfish, and with the vast power which con-
solidated cspital ean wield, with thetﬁmﬁer impossivility of
Tixing any vpersonal or moral responsibility for corporate acts,
its commands are heard and obeyed in the capitals of the state
and nation,

But in a government where the people are sovereign why‘are,
these things tolerated? Why are not the remedies promptiy applied él

and the egﬁils eradicated?

Fiv
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It is becsuse today ihepe is a foree operating in this coun-

try more powerful than the sovereign in matters pertaining to of-

fielial conduct.

The official obeys whom he serves., Nominated indevendently
of the people, elected because there is no choice vetween candidate
80 nominated, the offiecial feels responsibility to his master
alone, and nis master is the politieal machine of his party. The
people whom he serves in theory, he may safely disobey; /having
the supcort of his political organization, he is sure of his renom-
Ination and knows he will be carried through the election, because

hieg opwonent will offer nothing better tq the iong suffering

voter.

There are many notable exceptions to this class of officlals, -
who, stand out in these days of machine rule4conspicuously as not
to require mention,.

Fellow citilzens, I could have chosen a topie that would have
- glven me much greater pleasure to discuss with you here today.
But as we love our siate and our country we cammot ignorethe events

thal mark these days.

Recall, 17 yon can, a session of a legislature in any state in

the Union last winter whieh wholely escaped charges of scandalous
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corruntion. It will not do to say that such charges have always

been made, because it would not ve true., Such charges twenty-Tive
years ago accompnaled by legislative investigation retired the

man to private life, no matter what report the committee made.

Not so today. So greatly has the standard of foicial morality
deteriorated that such charges have ceased to 1ﬁpr%§s the’public
mind, :

within a few months vou have seen our neighboring_state almost
in a condiiion of revolution,--an army of indignant citizens
marching in a body on their ca§1t01 to save the great cliy of
Chicago from the tyramny of éﬁﬁ street rallway corporation,--ana
‘you saw the legislalure indifferent to their arguments, itheir
apreals, their threats, hand that prouda city over to Yerkes, a
bond slave for fifty years.

Why were these suppaséd servants of the people so arrogant
and insulting to thelr constituents? it was because, under the

exisiing eaueus and convention system, as the candidates of the

machines of thelr respective parties they felt secure of their

rlaces regardless of the will of the people, |

Between the veople and the representative there has been

built upr a political machine which is the master of both.
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~and enabling them to return to their nomes and their indivie

1t is the outgrowth of the caucus g;ﬁ convgntion systen, ‘The zlan
of holding cauncuses to select delegétes t§léttend econventions, to
seleet other delegates to go to.nomxﬁétinéfépnventions, to nominate
the candidates to be voted for py thé‘?esyective parties, required
of necessity a certain amount of;oragﬁization; to bring the%g aif-
ferent bodies of citizens together. I% soon became apparent ito

gentlemen of fortune and leisure that the orranization required

to arrsnge for the holding of caucuses and conventions might very

easlily extend its operation, aﬁa‘QSSist in conducting the caueus

and convention, thus vrelieving the delegates, dlspatching busl@eés“”'

concerns.” And then it was but a short step to merge this organ-

- ization into a verfect political machine whiech should run caucuses

and conventions from start to finish, whiie the citizens, hope-
lessly strugglé?against or huMbly’bowed vefore this new power in
representative governmgpt. |

In the years of business ﬁ?ospérity which the country exper-
ienced with the development of the greal Upper Mississiprl valley
men in every vpursuit of life were éngrossed with thelr individual

affairs and left esucuses and conventions wholly to the politieian,

When finhally the pressure of hard times and the miltiplying abuses
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thou@anquz goad eltlzgens in every state, stand aloof from the

-, gaucus and convention with the SQttlad bellef that representative

7

¢l

in offic 1&1 life burn\tneir thoughts toward needed reforms in
legislation, ithey awoks to find themselves the mere subjects of
this new master, the political machine, which had come to be en=
throned in Ameriean politics. Theyufound itff running their ca-
cuses, naming their delegates, conducting their conventions, nom-
inat;ng the pérty ecandidates, making the party platform, control-
ling legislatures and state administration, and fooling a majority

of the people year after year with plausible explantions tnrouvh

the column of its own pressa.

Experience has rroved it almost an idle folly to atte: .
caueus with the hope of defeating the machine until today,-¥after,
a century of statesmenship and struggle ang sacrifice, after all

the triumphs achlebed under the Dtars and strines,--thousandsupon

governament is an unqualified failure.
Think of it! The citizen recognizir" the suoremacy of the
machine and gbandoning the contest; the official recognizing the

supremacy of thn machine and ob9v1n" its orders. What then have

‘we left? It is the very 1ife of a re%ublic that the laws shall
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be made and adninistered by those constitutiaﬁally chosen to repre-
gsent the majority. Goverment by the political machine is without
exception the rule of the minority. %ho were the Illinois legils-
lature representing when they massed the Gas Trﬁst biil, when they
passed the Allen-ﬁum@hrey‘billqg' Vho was CGoverncr Tamer repre-
senting when4he signed those vilis and made them iaws? Not the L
majority of the peopls of Illincis, but thebpolitiCﬁl machine, ithe
silent partner for the time being of the gas trust and street
railway company. Where was rerresentative govermment in Illinois
during those dark days? |

-~ How has ii been in our own state during recent legislatiueﬁ;”
sessions? .

To the honest man in publie life reputation is very dear,
and no reflections upon the integrity of an offiecial should be
made unless the facts and the records justiry it.

But to the man wﬁo_loveé his party, its stapeamen and its
history, who believes its principles essentail to our highest
proéperi%y, and alds in securing its supremacy,--its honor is his
heoner, its *pleds‘e;s " are his pl&érgzes ©, and when _th‘fasa are be-

S,

trayed by its representatives in qfficef, he is bound vy every
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- the burden of taxation. Do not look to such law makers to 1ift

- polities out of the ways of darkness.

hibit the issuing Of these railroad passes bo officiall 1s Aot
only broken, but attempted‘fo be repudiated;--

' When these things and many others of like charactér.transpire
and are made mattérs of public recérd; which no man can deny,'than
that man is untrue to his state, his party, and himself, who will
not raise his woice in condamnaﬁién,—fmotAin condemnation of the
principles of the pllitical pariy in which he believeSvér of;thé
great body of its organization, but of the men whé betray it,,an&
the methodsby whiech they control, oniy to rrostitute it to vase

and selfish ends.

When legislatures will béldly fepudiate their constituents
and violale the pledges of their platforms, then indeed héve the
servants béocme the masters, and thehpeéaeﬁceased to be sovereign,—
gone the goverrment of equal rightSvaﬁdyeQual respensibilities,
lost the jewei of constitutional liberty.
- Do not look to suech law makers to resﬁrain corporations

within propzer limits. Do not look to such law makers to qqualize

- No, begin at the foundation, make one supreme erfort,——even
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under the present vad system,-- {0 secure a better set of law
fmakers. Rally to the eauncuses and conventions, each with the

' party in which he believes, Ssecure oue vietoery, if possible, over

the machine, eleect men who will pass a primary eleection law which
will enavle the voter to select the candidate of his choice without
the intervention of caueuses or con&antion or the domination of
the machine. Do this and your officers will resﬁbd to public
oninio“. Do this and the reforms you seex with be within easy
reach, |

The way 1s open and the means at hand., Remember how money
controlled elections before we dopted the Australisn balloet,
Then bullying and buyving won the day at the polls, Now clection
day is as quiet as the Sabbathi, and the election booth as respec-
table angd oraerly a place as any other in whieh eitizens assemble .
The poll*ioal boss and the practical politician cried out against
‘the sustralian ballot as impracticabloe, tneoreﬁiéﬁl; fai,-~and in
our own state I distrinetly rememver, demanded iis repveal after
one trial. rut it hadi come, and come tc stay, and no legislature
would dare repeal Lhw coorer Law in wisconsin todsy.

Here then is our remedy. Arply this same method to a primary
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Provide that each man receiving the highest muber of votes
cast in the ballot box of his party for the office for which he

iz a candidate shall be the nominee of that party at the general

“election to follow.

s

Under this systen ¥y Wwill destroy the machine, because you
; ,

destroy the caucus and convention through,whiﬁh‘the machine con-

Y

ty nominations. Vou will place the nominations directly

o

trols var
in the hands of the peorle. You will restore to every state in
the Union the government given to this people by the God of .
Nations.

Oy, men! +think of the heroes who died to make this country

free, think of thelr sons who died to Xeep it undivided uwpon tn%wf‘V'

I

map of ihe worlda] Shall we, their children, basely surrender

our birthright and say: ”Rgggggentéave goverhemnt is a ﬁai;ugg?ﬁ

No, naver, until Bunker Hill and Litile Round Top, sink into the

very earth.

Lot U8 here today, under this flag we all love, hallowed by

- the memory of all that has been saerificed for it ana for us,

dedicate ourselves to winning back the independence of this coun-

~try, to emancipaling this generation ani throwing off from the neek

%

of the freemen of Ameriea, the yoke of the political machine.
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