
Wisconsin Statutes Concerning 
Abandonment of Cemeteries and Cemetery Lots 

 

157.115 
 

157.115 Abandonment of cemeteries and cemetery lots.  

 

157.115(1) 
 

(1) Abandonment of cemeteries.  

 

157.115(1)(a) 
 

(a) If any cemetery located on property not subject to condemnation under ch. 32 is abandoned, 

the circuit court for the county in which the cemetery is located may authorize the removal of 

bodies from the cemetery to another cemetery upon the petition of 6 or more residents of the 

municipality in which the cemetery is located. Prior to authorizing the removal, the court shall 

publish a notice to all interested parties as provided in s. 879.05 (4). The court may not authorize 

the removal unless suitable arrangements have been made to reinter the bodies. 

 

157.115(1)(b) 
 

(b)  

 

157.115(1)(b)1. 
 

1. When a cemetery authority fails to care for the cemetery for a period of one or more years, the 

municipality in which the cemetery is located may take control of the cemetery, manage and care 

for the cemetery and collect and manage all trust funds connected with the cemetery other than 

trust funds received by a will. 

 

157.115(1)(b)2. 
 

2. When a cemetery authority abandons or fails to manage or care for the cemetery for a period 

of 5 or more years, the municipality in which the cemetery is located shall take control of the 

cemetery, manage and care for the cemetery and collect and manage all trust funds connected 

with the cemetery other than trust funds received by a will. 

 

157.115(1)(c) 
 

(c) Whenever any cemetery in a town is falling into disuse, or is abandoned or neglected, and by 

reason of the removal or death of the persons interested in its upkeep there exists no association 

or group with authority to transfer ownership and operation of the cemetery to the town, the town 

board, at the expense of the town, shall take charge of the cemetery and manage and care for it, 

and if the town board fails to take charge of the cemetery, the circuit judge may upon petition by 

6 or more persons interested in the upkeep of the cemetery order its transfer to the town, 

including the transfer of all assets. Cemeteries so transferred shall be managed as provided for 

other town cemeteries. 
 


