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PREFACE

Archivists at the Wisconsin Historical Society began collecting unpublished records of the Civil
Rights movement in 1964. Within a few years, they had gathered hundreds of boxes of papers
from major organizations and key individuals. Some of these collections were microfilmed in
the early 1980s, and since then thousands of researchers have consulted them.

In 2012, the Society began digitizing records that document the 1964 Mississippi Summer

Project. These files — more than 25,000 pages --- were made available online at
www.wisconsinhistory.org/freedomsummer to help the nation commemorate the 50th anniversary
of Freedom Summer.

In April 2013, we brought together here some of the most important documents for the
convenience of teachers and students. Feel free to download this sourcebook and share it with
classes and colleagues for non-profit educational purposes.

Copyright in these documents belongs to the individuals who created them or the organizations
for which they worked. We share them strictly for non-profit educational use and believe that
this conforms to the fair use guidelines of the U.S. copyright law.

We also attempted to contact people who may own copyright to personal papers, and many
generously permitted us to include their work. You, the end-user, are responsible for obeying
the copyright law in any future distribution of their writings.

Questions and comments about this sourcebook or its documents should be directed to:

Michael Edmonds

Deputy Director, Library-Archives Division
Wisconsin Historical Society

816 State Street

Madison, WI 53706

michael.edmonds@wisconsinhistory.org
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Scholarship, Education, and Defense Fund for Racial Equality (of CORE)
Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee

Voter Education Project

Wide-Area Telephone Service
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FREEDOM SUMMER TIMELINE

1963 - Events Leading Up to Freedom Summer

Aug 28 - The March on Washington - Officially named "March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom,"
this mass demonstration draws 250,000 people. Martin Luther King delivers his "l Have a
Dream" speech. SNCC's chairperson John Lewis criticizes the federal government for failing to
protect the civil rights of Mississippi residents.

Sep-  Mississippi Voter Registration Project Proposed - Bob Moses, director of SNCC, proposes a
Mississippi voter registration project to the SNCC executive committee to consider at its
September 6-9, 1963. This is the genesis of Freedom Summer.

Sep 6 - Atlanta SNCC Meeting - During this four-day meeting, SNCC debates Moses' idea to focus on
Mississippi voter registration rather than conducting direct actions such as sit-ins and boycotts.

Nov 4 - 'Freedom Vote' 1963 - More than 80,000 people participate in mock elections to disprove the
white claim that Africa-Americans didn't want to vote. Several dozen white volunteers from
Stanford and Yale universities came to help. Press coverage of their effort sparks the idea that
using white volunteers might focus the nation's attention on the injustice in Mississippi.

Nov 11 - Greenville SNCC Meeting - At this four-day staff meeting in Greenville, Mississippi, SNCC
debates bringing 1,000 northern students to Mississippi the next summer. Many staff are
opposed, fearing that it will undermine local black leadership. No decision is made.

Dec 15 - Jackson COFO Meeting - At this meeting in Jackson, Mississippi, COFO appoints Bob Moses its
project director for voter registration and Dave Dennis assistant program director.

Dec 31 - SNCC Executive Committee Meeting - Leaders finally endorse a Mississippi Summer Project for
1964 that includes large numbers of northern white volunteers.

1964 - Freedom Summer Project Planning and Events

Jan 16 - COFO Proposes Challenge at the Democratic National Convention - A COFO subcommittee
proposes challenging the right of any all-white delegation to represent Mississippi at the
Democratic National Convention (DNC) to be held in Atlantic City, New Jersey, in August 1964.

Jan 22 - Hattiesburg 'Freedom Day' - COFO helps 150 black residents of Hattiesburg, Mississippi,
attempt to register to vote on 'Freedom Day.' Clergy from around the country assemble to
support them.

Jan 31 - Activist Lewis Allen Murdered - Local NAACP organizer Lewis Allen of Liberty, Mississippi, is
shot and killed for his support of voter registration efforts. This tips the scales for undecided
COFO leaders, who agree to go ahead with the Freedom Summer Project.

Feb 9 - Freedom Summer Project Authorized - COFO formally authorizes the Freedom Summer Project.
They hope a large influx of well-connected volunteers will focus the country's attention on
Mississippi and force the federal government to pass voting rights legislation.

Feb 28 - Canton 'Freedom Day' - In Canton, Mississippi, COFO helps more than 300 black residents line
up at the county courthouse to register to vote. Though there is no violence, they are guarded
by police with shotguns and tear gas. It is the state's largest voter registration attempt up to
that time.

Feb - Freedom Summer Project Brochure Circulated - SNCC describes the Freedom Summer Project
to supporters in an 8-page fund-raising brochure.

Mar 21 - Freedom School Planning Conference - The National Council of Churches hosts a Freedom
School planning conference in New York City.
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1964 - Freedom Summer Project Recruitment, Training and Events

Mar 30 - Freedom Summer Project Announced - COFO officially launches the project in a one-page
press release.

Mar-Apr- Freedom Summer Project Recruits Volunteers - Volunteers are invited to apply to work in
Mississippi during the project.

Mar-Apr- Freedom Summer Project Enlists Local Help - COFO appeals to local black residents for help
hosting and supporting volunteers.

Mar-Apr- Freedom Summer Project Locations Assigned - Project locations are decided, with staff and
volunteers tentatively assigned to each site.

Apr-  Mississippi Legislature Enacts Restrictions - New laws are passed that restrict picketing and
leafleting and expand police authority to intervene.

Apr 12 - Black Candidates Nominated - COFO announces black candidates will enter the Mississippi
Democratic Party nominating process and, knowing they'll be excluded, also run in a parallel
'Freedom Vote' in November.

Apr 14 - Volunteers Interviewed - Interviewers are told what to look for in northern volunteers who
want to come to Mississippi to help with voter registration or teach in Freedom Schools.

Apr 26 - Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party Established - The party is formally established at a
convention held in Jackson, Mississippi.

May - Blacks Barred from Local Democratic Party Meetings - As expected, black residents are barred
from participating in the Mississippi Democratic Party's local meetings to choose candidates
and convention delegates. They hold parallel Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party (MFDP)
meetings and choose their own.

May 5 - Freedom Summer Project Volunteers Confirmed - Applicants receive acceptance letters and are
informed on how to prepare for their roles in Freedom Summer.

Jun 14 - Volunteer Training Begins - Volunteers begin to receive training at Western College for Women
in Oxford, Ohio, sponsored by the National Council of Churches. The first group attends
workshops until June 20. A second session runs June 21-28.

Jun 21 - James Chaney, Andrew Goodman and Mickey Schwerner Disappear - Three project workers
who left the Ohio training a day early — James Chaney, Andrew Goodman and Mickey
Schwerner — are reported missing. They had gone to Longdale, Mississippi, to investigate the
bombing of Mt. Zion Church, which had offered to host a Freedom School. They were arrested
in Philadelphia, Mississippi, on their way back to the COFO office in Meridian, and were never
heard from again.
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1964 - Freedom Summer Project Implementation and Events

Jun 29 - Freedom Summer Project Begins - Roughly 500 volunteers and staff are at work in 25 locations
around the state.

Late Jun - Residents and Volunteers Continue to Face Violence - More than 40 incidents of harassment
and violence occur around the state during the last two weeks in June. By July 1, 1964,
Mississippi has had five bombings, four murders, and numerous shootings of civil rights
workers.

Jul 2 - First Freedom Schools Open - The first Freedom Schools open in the Mississippi cities of
Clarksdale, Holly Springs, and Vicksburg.

Jul 2 - Civil Rights Act of 1964 Signed - President Lyndon Johnson signs the Civil Rights Act of 1964. It
outlaws major forms of discrimination such as segregated facilities or voting laws but provides
weak enforcement powers to the federal government.

Jul 22 - Martin Luther King Visits - Martin Luther King visits the Mississippi cities of Jackson and
Vicksburg to show his support for the Freedom Summer Project.

Aug 4 - Murdered Volunteers Bodies Found - The bodies of Chaney, Goodman, and Schwerner are
found buried in an earthen dam on a farm outside Philadelphia, Mississippi. Local police had
released the three young men to the Ku Klux Klan, who tortured and murdered them before
burning their car and hiding their bodies.

Aug 6 - Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party (MFDP) Elects Delegates - The MFDP's state convention
in Jackson, Mississippi, elects delegates to attend the Democratic National Convention (DNC) to
be held in Atlantic City, New Jersey, in August 1964. They hope to unseat the all-white
delegation sent by the mainstream Mississippi Democratic Party.

Aug 8 - Freedom School Convention - A statewide Freedom School convention is held in Meridian,
Mississippi. Students from around the state review the summer's accomplishments and draft
resolutions.

Aug 22 - Democratic National Convention Held - In Atlantic City, New Jersey, delegates from the
Mississippi Democratic Freedom Party challenge the right of delegates from the segregated
mainstream Mississippi Democratic Party to represent the state. Their testimony about
conditions in Mississippi is broadcast on national television and hundreds of supporters
demonstrate outside the convention hall. Democratic National Convention (DNC) officials reject
their challenge and they are not seated.

Aug-Sep - McComb Violence - In McComb, Mississippi, nine black homes, churches, and businesses are
fire bombed over the course of three weeks.

Sep- Freedom Summer Project Leaders Travel to Africa - Entertainer and civil rights supporter Harry
Belafonte brings exhausted Freedom Summer leaders to Africa. It is the first time that some
Africans have seen black people working in leadership positions in government and the
professions. The trip helps the civil rights leaders connect their work to the liberation struggles
of former colonies in Africa and energizes them for further work upon their return to the
United States.

Oct 31 - 'Freedom Vote' Held - Because most black Mississippians have not been allowed to vote in the
official election, Freedom Summer Project leaders organize the 1964 'Freedom Vote.' This
parallel election is held from October 31 through November 2, 1964, during which more than
68,000 people cast their votes. This proves to political leaders that African-Americans will be an
important constituency to address after the barriers to their participation have fallen.

Nov 3 - Official Election Held - Lyndon B. Johnson is re-elected President of the United States and
white supremacists win Mississippi's five congressional seats.

Dec 4 - Mississippi Congressmen Challenged - MFDP challenges the right of the five white
congressional representatives elected in November to take their seats, on the grounds that
blacks were systematically excluded from voting. After nine months of legal and political

wrangling, the U.S. House of Representatives rejects the challenge in September 1965.
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1965 - Events Following Freedom Summer

Jan 16 - FBI Indicts Murder Suspects - The FBI indicts 18 suspects in the murders of Chaney, Goodman
and Schwerner. Local officials immediately drop all charges but, under federal pressure, the
men are re-charged the next month. Seven are found guilty when legal proceedings end in
1967.

Aug 6 - Voting Rights Act of 1965 Signed into Law - President Johnson signs the Voting Rights Act into
law with Martin Luther King, Jr., Rosa Parks, and other civil rights leaders in attendance. It not
only prohibits discriminatory registration provisions but also empowers the federal
government to send its own registrars to local courthouses to make sure the law is obeyed.
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FREEDOM SUMMER DOCUMENTS

I: Background to Freedom Summer

The Mississippi Freedom Summer project was an effort by nonviolent civil rights activists to
integrate Mississippi’s segregated political system during 1964. Planning began in the fall of
1963. Volunteers were recruited in the spring of 1964, they trained at Oxford, Ohio, June 15-28,
and worked throughout the state from June 29-August 22 when the project officially ended.

However, work began in the summer continued for the next several months as activists
challenged the legitimacy of the all-white delegation to the Democratic National Convention in
August. And because most African-Americans in Mississippi were not permitted to vote in the
fall election, activists held an alternative election that proved black Mississippians would vote in
numbers sufficient to bring about significant political change.

1 SNCC Mississippi Project, August 1963

(3 pages) Internal memo by Bob Moses proposing a large-scale voter registration project in
Mississippi; starts by reviewing earlier work there and describing the opposition
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/1812

2 The General Condition of the Mississippi Negro, October 1963

(20 pages) Pamphlet prepared by SNCC to educate Freedom Vote field workers
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/1772

3 Notes on Mississippi, November 11-16, 1963

(4 pages) Notes from a SNCC workshop in Greenville, Mississippi, which reviewed the 1963 Freedom Vote
and debated the idea of inviting northern volunteers for Freedom Summer
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/17673

4 Minutes, COFO meeting, December 15, 1963
(5 pages) Typed minutes of a meeting at which the Freedom Summer project was debated again
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/3100

5 Outline of Mississippi Project Areas
(6 pages) Summary of the political situation in each county, arranged by Congressional district
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/9874

Page 11 of 353


http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/1812
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/1772
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/17673
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/3100
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/9874

1 SNCC Mississippi Project, August 1963
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The General Condition of the Mississippi Negro, October 1963
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3 Notes on Mississippi, November 11-16, 1963
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Minutes, COFO meeting, December 15, 1963
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5

Outline of Mississippi Project Areas
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b. Swan L[ake ia a rural sottloment o few miles southeast of Smma]:g.
Recently it has been the acane of mob viclence and beatings apparently
not conneoted to votor reglastration aince we have had no projeoct there,
Howovar in inveatigoting this violesnoe we have establishod some good
contacts and are able to house workers there. Workers should axpect
constant harresament and intimidation and perscnal violence,

9. Humphrics County

&, Belgont is the sounty seat and the scene of violence directed
towards peraons engaged in voter registrntion notivitiecs in the early
fifties, A confederate flag flloa before the county courthouse, There
18 intense fear in the adult Negro commmity, but a core of toonagers
who oan be mebilized. Persona worklng there should expeet oonatant and
axtreme harrassment.

10. Marshall County

2. Holly Springs i3 tho county seat, & relatively moderate oity.
"111:‘:;: ia a strong corv of college students who arc actively involved

11, Fanols County

8. Batasyllle and 3ardis are the oounty seats, This is probably
one of the moat important oounties in the stnte right now. The oiroult
clark has been direoted by court order fo eliminate the use of the
literaoy test, aid all people attampting to register, and hire daputy
registrars if necessary, over a one year period, This means that Y
virtually every Negro who tries ean motually get reglstered, There iz a
potential of 7000 new Negro voters within a year, There 1is atrong loeal
adult leadership, and a number of interested students ‘who want to get
actively involved, Harragsment so far has been minimal but oould incoreasc
in light of the ocourt order and our inoreased aotivity there, Thore has
been one shoot into one of the churohes used for meot . One import-
ant thing about the local leadership is that 1t takes the initiative
(e.g. sponsored their own freedom vote, and drew up their own petitions
to aend to the jJjustice dopartment),

Note: These eleven listed gounties are all Delta countles, logated in
northwestern Mississippi. All of them are well over 508 Negro in pop-
ulation, It is also the area where we have met the most presistance to
Negroes registering and voting -- the birthplace and stronghold of the
white citizens oouneil, dominated by the huge plantations, All of the
delta counties have not boen liated, but from areas such ag (reenwood
and Oreenville, you oan expeot to operate also in adjacent counties,

Third Congressional Diatriot

1, Adams County

a., Natohez 1s the oounty seat, located mn the Mississippi river,
Our efforta there have been met with violence on the part of looal
whites (Natochez 1s one of the strongholds of the Klu Klux Klan) and
barrassment by local officinla. Workers oan expect this to be oonstant
during the sumer,
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Il: Planning and Recruiting, Spring 1964

The Freedom Summer Project’s overarching goal was to empower black Mississippi residents to
participate in local, state, and national politics. Its other main goal was to focus the nation's
attention on conditions in the South so the federal government would be forced to pass laws
guaranteeing all U.S. citizens equal treatment under the law. To reach these goals, more than
1,500 volunteers were brought to the state (mostly northern white college students). Programs
were created to register black voters, educate residents in newly —formed Freedom Schools,
open community centers, create a new political party, and challenge the legitimacy of the white-
supremacist Mississippi Democratic Party.

6 Mississippi Summer Project Launched, March 30, 1964
(1 page) Press release detailing plans for the summer
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/11412

7 Mississippi Freedom Summer, Spring 1964
(6 pages) COFO brochure addressed to Mississippi residents on how they can help the Summer Project
effort

http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/6787

8 Mississippi Freedom Project, Spring 1964
(8 pages) SNCC fundraising brochure addressed to Northern supporters
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/6780

9 To Mississippi Summer Project interviewers, April 14, 1964

(3 pages) Guidelines instructing interviewers how to evaluate an applicant's ability to adjust to the
movement conditions
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/6077

10 The Problem of Legal Aid in Mississippi
(2 pages) Summary by R. Hunter Morey of how legal support will be provided
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/8567
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Mississippi Summer Project Launched, March 30, 1964
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Mississippi Freedom Summer, Spring 1964
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Mississippi Freedom Project, Spring 1964
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9 To Mississippi Summer Project Interviewers, April 14, 1964
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10 The Problem of Legal Aid in Mississippi
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lll: Training Volunteers, June 15-29, 1964

Northern volunteers received training at Western College for Women in Oxford, Ohio, in two
groups. The first was trained June 15-22 and the second June 23-29. They spent all day in
workshops devoted to conditions in Mississippi, techniques of nonviolent resistance, methods of
community organizing, legal and security issues, African-American history, and related topics.
Some tension existed between the project staff, who were mainly black, Southern and veterans
of racist violence, and the seemingly naive and idealistic middle-class, white college students.

11 Memo to Accepted Applicants
(2 pages, undated) Memo from Bob Moses providing basic information to accepted volunteers
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/2661

12 Memo to Accepted Applicants #2
(1 page) Additional information which we have thought of since the first memo was written
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/9563

13 Security Handbook
(3 pages) Mimeographed guidelines about dangers for volunteers
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/11018

14 Possible Role Playing Situations
(1 page) Handout of scenarios that volunteers might encounter
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/9547

15 Vogel, Lise: Notes Taken at 1964 Orientation for Mississippi Summer Project
(11 pages) Handwritten notes taken by a volunteer, including talks by Bob Moses and others on
conditions in Mississippi, non-violence, health, security, and other issues
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/17155

16 Mississippi Summer Project Workers in State as of June 29, 1964

(13 pages) List of more than 520 staff and volunteers working in the state of Mississippi as of June 29,
1964. List includes each worker's location and duty
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/8240
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12 Memo to Accepted Applicants #2
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13 Security Handbook
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14 Possible Role Playing Situations
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15 Vogel, Lise: Notes Taken at 1964 Orientation for Mississippi Summer Project
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5 phone in Howard Hotel
Address: 309 5, 4th Ave, (Howard Hotel) - v
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IV: Murders of Schwerner, Chaney and Goodman

These three civil rights workers were kidnapped and murdered on June 21, 1964, just as the
Freedom Summer Project got underway. Mickey Schwerner was a CORE staff member from
New York who, with his wife Rita, had opened a community center in Mississippi in January.
James Chaney was a local black activist who had recently begun working with CORE. Andrew
Goodman was a new volunteer from New York on his first visit to Mississippi. Although previous
lynchings of local black activists had usually gone unreported, their disappearance at the very
start of Freedom Summer was widely covered in the national media. President Lyndon Johnson
ordered the U.S. Navy and the FBI to lead the search for their killers and the case focused media
attention on Mississippi until their bodies were found on August 4. The three were generally
portrayed in the press as martyrs, especially Goodman and Schwerner, who were white
northerners.

17 WATS Line Reports for June 22, 1964

(6 pages) Wide Area Telephone Service (WATS) transcripts of calls placed to and from COFQ's Jackson
headquarters about three missing civil rights workers, Andrew Goodman, James Chaney, and Michael
Schwerner

http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/1888

18 The Disappearance of Three Summer Project Workers, June 22, 1964
(1 page) Memo from Bob Moses sharing the facts as then known
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/2587

19 To Parents of All Mississippi Summer Volunteers
(3 pages) Mimeographed letter asking parents to contact elected officials
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/1820

20 Civil Rights: Grim Discovery in Mississippi, 1964

(1 page) Time magazine article from August 14, 1964, about the discovery of the bodies of slain civil rights
workers Andrew Goodman, James Chaney, and Michael Schwerner
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/1882

21 Indictment of 18 Accused Murderers

(1 page) COFO press release, January 16, 1965 (misdated 64) announcing the indictment and the release
of the men on bond

http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/6116
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17 WATS Line Reports for June 22, 1964
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June 22, 1964 comt'd

Yinee one) had been out mosd of the night because of operator harressment, tapes
dren's Council were being played ofer th
hear the tape). This has cleared up however,

famt Jackson office says that the story will break in NIC this moming({this was told them
by Claude Sitton). The story will probably not be ia NYT, but will be and
uﬁnrml(nh.mnuurﬂﬂuﬂﬂmunﬂm). In Hdta called

| Mickey's parents. Louise farmeg in Heridian will have Rev. Forter talk with Chenay.

|, Jackson will call the state highway patrolf for the thrid time,
Highway patrol said that they had called the Heridian office but they didn't want te call
Rm;thmquih't_ih-hmm

| UPI and CBS talled Jackson for information.
%on called John Doar at his home at abo.t S130am, dkkiloar had the FBI call the state highway
patrol during the evening,

| Til5amt There is a possidility that someone will be sent from Meridian teo Philadalphis.

| Jackson will call all of the police staticns for the thrid time,

7i55am= report from the Juckson cffice that the threghers picked up late yesterday afternoon
. for speeding in lishoba County sod fined §20. were brought to the county jail in
. Pniladelphia. mmmrmwmhm{w-uﬂ;)
This ‘aformati n was gottem from the Jailer's wife thomgh the Jaller had earlier sald he
knew nothing sbout the three. Jail phonet 558-f 3765

-

| 3411 Licht checked with the highway patrol tiis moming and was told tha they knew

the arrests, hntumdthntth.thrui-lmiiuﬂl. Llﬁtlﬁﬂ‘iﬁ-unh:h“
imediate L:vestigation but they saw ne need for s He also spoke with FBI sgent ka
Hnl;mmiulﬂlh'dumwﬂrmlmﬂmﬂhnh'hdumﬁaﬂt'hukti:-
lhhhiahypﬂﬂlhut.ulﬂﬂthﬂhhﬂhﬂhlnﬂrlma

Eiskidikhls Mr, Coodmen flew to Was) ton this moming and spoks with Eatsenbach
the J.D. concerning the case, i #a and Doar of

Hm:MhnmdlmmhtMMthth'mm
| thres last oight around 10pm. Two white pecple from Neshoba county reparted to Rev. % King
lrﬂ:ri GWiw w—uﬂﬂuu-mm“-«:r-inmu,}m.ijép.

ore noon ikt biiciiireiciciite leshoba County, Yewton Coupty, Lavderdale County
{rnnmmcny. Neridian city w:uumhﬁﬁmm:m that
they haven's kept anyone over night.
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June 22, 1964
Schwermer, Joodman and Cheney, eon'td

At about 1:LSpm and 2145 pm I attespted to reash Johm Doar and let extensive messages
uu:rnj.na the insstivity of loeal officials. The sesond call I told his searetary
that the CUFO office was phanning %o have & press confersnce at Jpm (thetr tine)

and that they would diseuss fully this inastion unless they received definite statement
the the ikjk FBI and JD were working on the case. I also attemptad to reash

Burke Marshall and laft s similar Hessage.

At Pxhk 3105pm Moses had a call from Meridian and was told that Ekk a
patrolman had told them that &he sheriff had released the three last night and
that he had an unofficial report that they had headed touth on gh highway 19

a generalised alart oud for them from the
highway patrel and an FBI alert.

| A% 5120pm our time Johm Uoar called here :nd said that he had Enformation

that the guye had been in jail from -10pm last nigh$ and then had been relsased.
He said that he had been informed that the state highway patrol bad an all peints
alert out Sor the three and thas the Sheriff of Neshoba county and the adjoining
counties were looking for them. iHe said that the FBI had been instruveted carlier

and FBI was handed out and the inastion of beth groups noteds It was mentioned
that khichhi®E a mailing would be sent out this evening explaining the situstion

te the parwnis of swmer people and asking them %o the federal government.

It was stated that we do not understand how people gould be lost for over

24 hours and more than 50 calls made sonesrning there ta.

Several press pecple went to the jail in Philadelphia (51tton, Fleming, ete.) and
oy

fom (about)t Sovoke with Rita Sehwerner. She spoke with James Farmer sarlisr in

the day whe said he'd AREke talked WiGth AeRlLNg 4nd ALGENDLed W Spmed ol s

Pres, Johnson, R4ta alse spoke with Eeating at lpm. Rita is plaming on ealling

John Doar and telling him that unless she gets definite information about specifie

JD sstiem or other speeifis attempis to investigate she will leave Uxford khiskicksls tonite

and head first te Meridian and them to Veshogba County tomorrew, She will alse

o Ll Oranston (&teated 'y Salingss i Gele)
Alm Cranston ea .

I rl‘zmilﬂ
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Sehwemmer, eb.al., sont'd

June 22, 1964eont'd
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18 The Disappearance of Three Summer Project Workers, June 22, 1964
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19 To Parents of All Mississippi Summer Volunteers
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20 Civil Rights: Grim Discovery in Mississippi, 1964

Page 110 of 353



21 Indictment of 18 Accused Murderers

n‘r—.-h-t

Civil Fights workers in Mlﬂnl

"mmmmmunanhmmmnaumum

ﬂll;'?ﬁimmm, Mcrow Ooodman end Misikey Souerner lant

'y mm,ﬂ-m—ﬁTm a'
o L '_
'“' .t;l-r:. l'ﬂ' chadrans, Lasrencs m ond other fﬂ

AR 1

Kberdecn NeGonb ,and Jesimon omeplelned sbout theWvielonsly dlier-iwiratimy®

%;;;:"*Mmrummwuwmum.nmmmmﬁ,
-~} “Iﬂﬂﬂ“hlmmmnﬂm‘ﬁs,MWMkﬂJ—ﬂgiﬁhx:gﬂ;-
wight have been Lynciad bellure thet evar happeced.” A Fliilodeipld s Admeesher
sald thet" noshing has changsd much sisce {ha arraste(cf Rainey,Price
..H%“mmv "hay({looal toughs) st411 beat up
."ﬁus’mmm-nmm-unmxmrﬁamuﬂ_ﬁ’
"m-mmmu-m.......ﬁn-m-mm
mwmumﬂqmiﬂmm-#m
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V: Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party

Because Mississippi officials prevented most African-Americans from participating in the regular
Democratic Party activities, organizers created a separate organization that would be open to all.
They viewed this not only as a challenge to mainstream politics but also as an excellent way to
equip local black residents with leadership and organizing skills.

The MFDP chose its platform and candidates democratically and offered candidates loyal to the
principles of the national Democratic Party. It sent a delegation to the Democratic National
Convention held in Atlantic City in August 1964, in hopes of being recognized as the legitimate
voice of Democrats in Mississippi. They also held an unofficial freedom vote parallel to the
regular November election. When the white-supremacist winners of the mainstream election
tried to take their seats in Washington in January 1965, the MFDP legally challenged its right to
represent Mississippi.

18 Freedom Candidates, Mississippi , April 12, 1964

(4 pages) COFO instruction sheet on the plan to run a parallel election, who the candidates are, and what
they stand for.

http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/16515

19 Three Basic Considerations

(3 pages) Memo detailing how delegates will be chosen and how the white-only segregationist delegation
will be challenged at the Democratic National Convention
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/7717

20 The Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party

(26 pages) Mimeographed pampbhlet detailing the origins of, goals for, and opposition to the MFDP, with
much information on voting in Mississippi, the planned challenge to the DNC, etc.
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/7671
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18 Freedom Candidates, Mississippi, April 12, 1964
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19 Three Basic Considerations
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20 The Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party
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VI: Freedom Schools

During the summer, more than 40 Freedom Schools opened in 20 communities across

Mississippi. More than 2,000 children and adults enrolled in classes led by 175 teachers.

21 Overview of the Freedom Schools, May 5, 1964
(3 pages) Memo to prospective teachers
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/2631

22 Materials to Bring with You to Mississippi
(1 page) List from project staff
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/2630

23 A Note to the Teacher on Curriculum
(14 pages) Guide with curriculum outline, lesson plans, and much more
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/14502

24 Some Notes on Leading Discussions
(3 pages) Guide on integrating real-world situations into the classroom
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/7994

25 Freedom School Data, July 1964
(8 pages) Summary of statistics and activities through late July 1964
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/2602

26 A Resume of Activities at Freedom Schools, August 7, 1964
(2 pages) Concise summary of the activities at a number of Freedom Schools
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/13315

27 Fusco, Liz: Freedom Schools in Mississippi, 1964
(7 pages) Reflection on the effect of the schools on the children’s consciousness
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/9474

28 Hard, Sandra: Reflections of a White Volunteer, September 8, 1964
(2 pages) Summary by Sandra Hard of her summer as a Freedom School teacher
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/17776
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21 Overview of the Freedom Schools, May 5, 1964
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22 Materials to Bring with You to Mississippi

Page 150 of 353



23 A Note to the Teacher on Curriculum
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24 Some Notes on Leading Discussions
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25 Freedom School Data, July 1964
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26 A Resume of Activities at Freedom Schools, August 7, 1964
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27 Fusco, Liz: Freedom Schools in Mississippi, 1964
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28 Hard, Sandra: Reflections of a White Volunteer, September 8, 1964
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VII: Voter Registration

Organizers wanted as many black Mississippians as possible to try to join the voter rolls. When
black residents tried to register, they faced intimidation and harassment. For example, their
names were printed in the local newspaper for two weeks to facilitate reprisals by their
employers, landlords, police, and the Ku Klux Klan. Freedom Summer leaders hoped that by
revealing the contradiction between American ideals of democracy and the actual reality in the
South, the federal government would be prompted to act. Public outrage helped swell support
for the Voting Rights Act of 1965, which prohibited arbitrary voting restrictions and empowered
the federal government to intervene at the local level.

29 Dear Summer Project Worker, May 5, 1964
(1 page) Acceptance letter for voter registration workers
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/9468

30 Statistics of Negro and White Voter Registration

(3 pages) Tables for each of the five Mississippi Congressional districts showing how many white and
blacks of voting age resided in each county, and how many were registered to vote
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/9434

31 Mississippi Subversion of the Right to Vote

(18 pages) lllustrated pamphlet containing statements by segregationist politicians and detailing
systematic violence against black residents who tried to register
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/10633

32 Techniques for Fieldwork: Voter Registration
(2 pages) Manual for organizers and project staff
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/9869
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29 Dear Summer Project Worker, May 5, 1964
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30 Statistics of Negro and White Voter Registration
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31 Mississippi Subversion of the Right to Vote
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32 Techniques for Fieldwork: Voter Registration
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VIII: Opposition and Violence

Mississippi public officials at all levels denounced the Freedom Summer Project and
supported white supremacy and segregation. Business leaders joined together to fire
black activists, foreclose their mortgages, evict renters, and cut off welfare. Local police
trailed workers’ cars and arrested activists on imaginary charges. Police often had close
personal ties to vigilante groups such as the Ku Klux Klan who perpetrated violence on
black residents and civil rights workers. Between June 16 and September 30, 1964, there
were at least 6 murders, 29 shootings, 50 bombings, and more than 60 beatings.
Freedom Summer volunteers were taught to meet this assault with non-violent
resistance.

33 Mississippi Readies Laws for Freedom Summer, April 30, 1964

(3 pages) Press release describing new laws designed to halt demonstrations, prohibit picketing, ban
literature distribution, and impose other means of obstructing organizers
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/11425

34 The Klan Ledger, Early Autumn 1964
(4 pages) Newsletter issue containing the Ku Klux Klan's reflections on Freedom Summer
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/14269

35 Running Summary of Incidents, June 16 through August 26, 1964
(26 pages) Printed pamphlet listing acts of intimidation and violence during Freedom Summer Project
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/7516

36 Partial List of Racial Murders in the South in the Last 2 Years, April 1963-February 1965
(2 pages) Document detailing 33 murders of black residents and civil rights workers
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/15607

37 Readings in Nonviolence
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/2124

(8 pages) An anthology used during volunteer orientation. It includes excerpts from Gandhi, King, Thoreau,
James Farmer, Howard Zinn, and others
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33 Mississippi Readies Laws for Freedom Summer, April 30, 1964
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35 Running Summary of Incidents, June 16 through August 26, 1964
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36 Partial List of Racial Murders in the South in the Last 2 Years, April 1963-February 1965
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37 Readings in Nonviolence
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IX: Democratic National Convention Challenge, August 1964

The MFDP sent 68 delegates to the Democratic National Convention in Atlantic City and
challenged the right of the segregationist delegation to represent the state. Their testimony
before the Credentials Committee on August 22 was aired live on national television. President
Lyndon Johnson feared that if the MFDP delegates were seated, he would lose the entire South
in the November election. Minnesota Sen. Hubert Humphrey offered a compromise, which
neither the MFDP nor the segregationists could accept. Ultimately, national Democratic Party
officials refused to allow the MFDP to participate in the convention and the challenge was
defeated. Many people viewed this as a betrayal by the Democratic Party of both the Civil Rights
movement and its own traditional values.

38 Plans for Action at National Democratic Convention, January 16, 1964
(5 pages) Memo recommending a challenge to the Mississippi delegation to the convention
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/18393

39 Freedom Primer No. 1: The Convention Challenge and The Freedom Vote

(10 pages) Pamphlet describing the Convention Challenge at the Democratic National Convention and the
Freedom Vote.

http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/8590

40 Statement by Charles M. Sherrod, September 1964
(6 pages) Personal account of what happened behind the scenes in Atlantic City
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/8626

41 The Convention Challenge
(5 pages) Explanation of why the MFDP didn't accept the compromises offered at the convention
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/11278
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38 Plans for Action at National Democratic Convention, January 16, 1964
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39 Freedom Primer No. 1: The Convention Challenge and The Freedom Vote
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40 Statement by Charles M. Sherrod, September 1964
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41 The Convention Challenge

Page 284 of 353



Page 285 of 353



Page 286 of 353



Page 287 of 353



X: Freedom Election, October 29-November 3, 1964

Since most black residents couldn't vote in the 1964 regular election, organizers conducted a
parallel Freedom Election between October 31 and November 2. Despite shootings, beatings,
intimidation, and arrests, more than 62,000 people cast ballots, disapproving the
segregationists' claim that black Mississippians did not want to vote. In most counties, Freedom
Voters actually outnumbered regular Democratic Party voters, showing that African-Americans
would be a powerful voting bloc in the South.

42 Freedom Candidates, Mississippi, April 12, 1964
(4 pages) COFO instruction sheet on the plan to run a parallel election, who the candidates are, and what
they stand for http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/16515

43 Freedom Primer No. 2: The Freedom Vote and the Right to Vote

(10 pages) Brochure describing how the Freedom Vote advanced the cause of ensuring the right to vote
was extended to all people, regardless of race
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/8601

44 Freedom Vote Candidates, October 28, 1964
(1 page) SNCC newsletter article with photographs and biographies on the eve of the election
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/21075

45 Events in Mississippi November 1-2, 1964
(2 pages) List of violent incidents perpetrated during the Freedom Vote
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/16505

46 Freedom Democratic Party Vote Results, Fall 1964
(1 page) Table showing results county-by-county, and comparing MFDP candidates' totals to mainstream
party candidates' totals http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/8215
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42 Freedom Candidates, Mississippi, April 12, 1964
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43 Freedom Primer No. 2: The Freedom Vote and the Right to Vote
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a4 Freedom Vote Candidates, October 28, 1964
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45 Events in Mississippi November 1-2, 1964
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46 Freedom Democratic Party Vote Results, Fall 1964
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XI: Mississippi Congressional Challenge, January 1965

After the all-white winners of the November regular election were sent to Washington, D.C, the
MFDP challenged their right to take seats in Congress. They argued that, because black residents
had been systematically excluded from the electoral process, the five white men did not
legitimately represent the state. The U.S. House of Representatives debated the question for
months. In September 1965 it denied the MFDP challenge and let the segregationists occupy
the Mississippi seats.

47 Congressional Challenge Fact Sheet

(1 page) Summary of MFDP's challenge to Congressmen elected in November, on the grounds that black
residents had been denied their voting rights
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/8649

48 Freedom Primer No. 3: The Right to Vote and the Congressional Challenge
(12 pages) Printed brochure discusses the right to vote and the Congressional challenge.
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/8612

49 Reprisals against MFDP Members, January 13, 1965

(1 page) Summary listing reprisals against activists who protested the seating of the all-white Mississippi
Congressional delegation

http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/6115

50 The Congressional Challenge is Defeated, September 1965

(3 pages) Summary of the proceedings in which the House decided to seat the segregationist Mississippi
representatives who won the November 1964 elections
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/8732
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48 Freedom Primer No. 3: The Right to Vote and the Congressional Challenge
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49 Reprisals against MFDP Members, January 13, 1965
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50 The Congressional Challenge is Defeated, September 1965
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XIll: After Freedom Summer

The Freedom Summer Project failed to reach its most visible goals. Few new voters registered,
the Democratic National Convention rejected the MDFP, and white-supremacists took seats in
the 1965 U.S. Congress. Some leaders concluded that nonviolence and traditional politics
would never bring justice, and helped launch the Black Power Movement.

However, in the following months it became obvious that Freedom Summer had achieved its
broad goals. Tens of thousands of black residents had created a new political party, learned
leadership skills and organizing techniques, and attended Freedom Schools. People around the
nation, shocked by the violence on their televisions, spurred elected officials to write new
laws. Mainstream politicians realized that African-Americans were a powerful voting bloc.

In 1965, Congress passed the Voting Rights Act, which outlawed discriminatory voting
practices and authorized the federal government to intervene. By the end of 1966, most
African-Americans in the South who were eligible to vote had registered.

51 Rough Minutes of a Meeting - National Council of Churches, Sep 18, 1964

(8 pages) Reflections by leaders -- Farmer, Young, Samstein, Lowenstein, Rauh, and others -- on
Freedom Summer, what it achieved, and what should be done next
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/172

52 COFO Program, Winter 1964 - Spring 1965
(2 pages) Memo detailing how COFO intended to carry forward the work of Freedom Summer
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/15020

53 Morey, R. Hunter: Cross Roads in COFO, December 3, 1964
(2 pages) Reflection on the future of co-operation among the main Civil Rights organizations
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/8308

54 The Mississippi Summer Project

(14 pages) Essay by a volunteer (unsigned, and apparently unfinished) with many stories, much specific
detail about what was accomplished, and examples of how lives changed.
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15932coll2/id/12152
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52 COFO Program, Winter 1964 - Spring 1965
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53 Morey, R. Hunter: Cross Roads in COFO, December 3, 1964
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54 The Mississippi Summer Project
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